
John 1:1 – 18 

 

1:1
 In the beginning was the Word,

1
 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

2
 He was in the 

beginning with God.  
3
 All things came into being through him, and apart from him nothing came into 

being that has come into being.  
4
 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

5
 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  
6
 There came a man sent from God, whose name was 

John.  
7
 He came as a witness, to testify about the light, so that all might believe through him.  

8
 He was not 

the light, but he came to testify about the light.  
9
 There was the true light which, coming into the world, 

enlightens every man.  
10

 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world did not 

know him.  
11

 He came to his own, and those who were his own did not receive him.  
12

 But as many as 

received him, to them he gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in his name,  

13
 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.   

 

14
 And the Word became flesh,

2
 and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory, glory as of the only begotten 

from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
15

 John testified about him and cried out, saying, ‘This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for he existed before me.’’  
16

 For of his 

fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  
17

 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  
18

 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is 

in the bosom of the Father, he has explained Him.   

 

 

                                                 
1 The ‘Word of God’ (Jn.1:1) was understood by Jews to be the perfect communication of God.  By His word, God 

spoke everything into existence (Gen.1:1 – 2:3).  By His word, God spoke promises to His people and then brought 

them to pass.  God revealed what He would do through His word and then He acted.  The Old Testament writers 

noticed this pattern:  ‘The LORD God will do nothing except that which He reveals to His servants the prophets’ 

(Amos 3:7), since those people God informed beforehand were then called prophets.  God’s word was God’s act.  God 

acted through His word.  He revealed Himself through His word.  Thus for John to say this may not have been totally 

surprising to Jews.  What would have been utterly surprising is that the Word became flesh; see below. 
2 ‘Flesh’ (Greek sarx, Jn.1:14) was a very negative term to describe humanity in Greco-Roman and Jewish contexts.  

For example, Paul wrote, ‘I know that no good dwells in me, that is in my flesh’ (Romans 7:18).  The Hellenistic 

Jewish commentator Philo Judaeus wrote:  

 

‘It is impossible for the Spirit of God to remain and to pass all its time, as the law-giver himself shows.  

“For,” says Moses, “the Lord said, My Spirit shall not remain among men forever, because they are flesh.”  

For, at times, it does remain; but it does not remain forever and ever among the greater part of us; for who is 

so destitute of reason or so lifeless as never, either voluntarily or involuntarily, to conceive a notion of the all 

good God.  For, very often, even over the most polluted and accursed beings, there hovers a sudden 

appearance of the good, but they are unable to take firm hold of it and to keep it among them; for almost 

immediately, it quits its former place and departs, rejecting those inhabitants who come over to it, and who 

live in defiance of law and justice, to whom it never would have come if it had not been for the sake of 

convicting those who choose what is disgraceful instead of what is good.’ (Philo, On the Giants, 

Commentary on Genesis, V.19 – 21)   

 

John chose the most negative way to say this.  He could have said, ‘The Word became a body (Greek soma)’ or, ‘The 

Word became a man (Greek anthropos)’ but he does not use those other words.  He chose the word that connotes the 

tainted ontological nature of humanity.   



Session 1:  Identity of Jesus; what he reveals about God 

Leader’s Notes:  Decide whether you want to show ‘Images of God in a Broken World’ first, or start with 

the questions below.  Use your judgment based on your audience.  

 

Questions 

1. Set context to the Gospel of John:  Written so that we could understand Jesus. 

2. Read footnotes.  Get a sense of the drama of the humanness of Jesus. 

3. What have you heard about Jesus?  Who do people say he is?  Who do you say he is? 

4. What is John’s view of Jesus? 

a. One with God; part of God.  If questions about the Trinity come up, defer until later in 

the conversation.   

b. God’s way of speaking and acting 

c. Somehow connected to humanity:  ‘his life was the light of men’ 

d. Jesus is rooted in the Old Testament (‘word of God’) and the Jewish experience.  Yet he 

was hidden until he came; and God was fully revealed through him. 

5. If this is true, then what implications would it have?  Let’s first ask what it means for the ‘Word of 

God’ to become ‘flesh’?   

a. A struggle between two things:  clear communication of God (Word) and the obstruction 

of God’s character because of humanity’s tainted nature (flesh).  It’s almost as if we 

should ask, ‘Which side of Jesus won?’ 

b. Jesus is God’s way of healing humanity, even in the face of all the human rejection he 

endured.  Do you believe that human nature can be healed in any other way? 

c. Illustration of Father Damien:  I’d like to tell you a story about a hero of mine.  He is 

known as Father Damien.  He started off as the son of farmers.  He became a Catholic 

priest in Hawaii – what a great parish, huh?!  In the late 1800’s, the Hawaiians were 

helpless to control leprosy, so they started a leper settlement on the remote island of 

Molokai.  If you were diagnosed with leprosy, you were taken by force from your family 

and sent to this island to die.  You’d be dumped in the surf.  You’d have to make your 

way ashore, find shelter in caves or build a shack if you could.  You could imagine the 

anger, the hopelessness, the crime, and the self-pity there; it was life at a low level to say 

the least.  Damien felt Jesus call him to go to that island.  So he got there, and he started 

telling them about Jesus.  He made sure he hugged the 600 residents all the time.  He was 

a priest, but also a doctor; he treated ulcers and other problems.  He was also an architect 

and carpenter as he built beds and homes.  He always said, ‘We lepers.’  And then one 

day, that became reality.  Damien acquired leprosy.  He knew that would happen, but I’m 

not sure he knew all the ways it would affect him.  On one occasion, another priest 

visited to show some support but refused to get off the ship.  So Damien rowed out to 

meet him and shouted up his confession.  It was humiliating.  Damien couldn’t even visit 

his headquarters because of the disease.  He worked all the way until April 15, 1889, 

WHEN HE DIED THE DEATH EVERYONE ELSE WAS DYING.  But he gave them a 

life they couldn’t live on their own.  As soon as he landed on Molokai, he started to instill 

in the members of his community a sense of dignity and self-worth.  Previously, people 

tossed dead bodies into shallow graves so that pigs and dogs would eat the bodies.  

Damien built a cemetery that was clean and fenced-in.  People could then die with honor 

and others could express honor to them.  He gathered people to build new clean houses, 

farms, and schools, always building right alongside them.  He and the people built a 

church building to worship God together.  Within a few years, the island was 

transformed.  The crime rate went down.  It was no longer just a living cemetery for those 

waiting to die; it was full of pride and smiles.  (distilled from Robert Ellsberg, All Saints, 

p.169 – 170)
3
 

                                                 
3
 Specifically, Gandhi said Damien was an inspiration for his social campaigns in India that led to the 

freedom of India.  Gandhi wrote, ‘The political and journalistic world can boast of very few heroes who 

compare with Father Damien of Moloka’i. It is worthwhile to look for the sources of such heroism.’ 

(quoted from en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Damien) 



d. Illus:  Leader share a personal story about how Jesus has begun his healing and 

transforming work in you. 

6. What else does it mean that Jesus was the Word of God become flesh?  What does it mean about 

the character of God? 

a. That God reveals Himself and who He truly is in and through Jesus.  
14

 And the Word 

became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory, glory as of the only begotten 

from the Father, full of grace and truth…
18

 No one has seen God at any time; the only 

begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, he has explained Him.   

b. God is not passive.  He doesn’t stand back from the world. 

c. God is not partly or wholly evil.  He does not reveal Himself through your circumstances.  

Bad stuff happens because of human failings.  Even the natural world is off kilter because 

Adam and Eve blew it (Romans 8:18 – 25).  Most of the time, we take human evil and 

blame it on God.  Why does evil happen?  Why did my father abandon me?  Why do 

people who are dumber than me make more money than me?  The evil in the world does 

not tell us who this God is. 

d. Rather, the one true God is revealed as the one who heals and transforms humanity’s 

evil, at its core, through Jesus.  He is dealing with the root of the world’s problem.  Every 

other concept of God implicates God in evil!!  Because if you look at the world and say, 

‘There is good and evil in the world,’ the most natural conclusion you’d make is that 

‘God’ is both good and evil, however you define those terms.  See ‘The problem of evil in 

Hinduism’ in Wikipedia, to see confirmation of that.  If ‘God’ is passive, then he allows 

evil to go on, without doing anything; that makes him complicit in evil.  If ‘God’ has 

somehow caused the evil, then he is partly evil; that certainly makes him complicit in evil.  

So any other way leads you to a ‘God’ who is evil.  But this God reveals Himself as the 

one who transforms human evil, the heart of evil in the world, all by respecting our 

choices.  See graphics below.  Let people see and choose. 

e. Illus:  Leader come up with a story on how you came to realize that God was fully 

revealed in Jesus, not elsewhere. 

7. This might help make the Trinity make sense.  There is a complexity within God that enables Him 

to embrace us and heal us by drawing us into Himself. 

8. APPLICATION:  How does your view of humanity need to change to match up with this?  And 

your view of God? 

 



Images of God in a Broken World:  Which image do you think best describes God? 

 

God is absent.  Or He IS the universe, the stuff we 

swim in. 

 

God is passive:  He pushed the first domino and 

then stands back and does nothing. 

 
God is partly evil:  He plays both sides of the chess 

game. 

 

God is revealing Himself in one man:  Jesus.  He is 

healing and transforming human evil through Jesus.  

 
 


