
The Gospel of John:  The New Creation, New Humanity 
 

 

 

Old Creation New Creation 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.  (Genesis 1:1) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  (John 1:1) 

 

 

 

 7 Miracles 7 Discourses 7 ‘I AM’ statements 

1 Emptiness to joy.  Water into wine 

at Cana.  (2:1-10) 

Second birth with Nicodemus (Jn.3:1-

21) 

I am the bread of life 

(6:35) 

2 Sickness to health.  Healing of the 

royal official’s sick son.  (4:46-54) 

Living water with Samaritan woman 

(Jn.4:1-42) 

I am the light of the 

world (8:12) 

3 Debilitation to wholeness.  Healing 

the invalid man. (5:1-15) 

The ‘Son and Father relationship’ 

debate with the Pharisees (Jn.5:16-45) 

I am the door (10:7) 

4 Hunger to satisfaction.  

Multiplication of bread.  (6:1-14) 

Bread of Life (Jn.6:22-71) I am the good 

shepherd (10:11) 

5 Fear to peace.  Walking on water.  

(6:16-21) 

Abraham debate with the Pharisees 

(Jn.8:12-59) 

I am the resurrection 

and the life (11:25) 

6 Blindness to sight.  Healing of the 

blind man.  (9:1-41) 

Good shepherd (Jn.10:1-38) I am the way, the truth, 

and the life (14:6) 

7 Death to life.  Resuscitation of 

Lazarus.  (11:17-44) 

Upper Room discourse (Jn.13:1-

17:26) 

I am the true vine 

(15:1) 

 

 

 

Old Creation New Creation 

Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life; and man became a living being.  (Genesis 2:7) 

Jesus breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 

the Holy Spirit.’  (John 20:22) 

 

 

Factual Issue:  Jesus’ life, death, and bodily resurrection. 

Literary Allusion:  John is clearly echoing Genesis 1 – 2, the Jewish worldview of a good God, a good creation. 

Theological Implications:  Jesus is creating a new humanity, and a new creation.  Jesus is God.   


