
The King of Zion and the Epicenter of God’s Salvation 

The Book of Isaiah 

 

“The Law Will Go Forth From Zion”:  The Christian Missionary Project – Imperialistic?  

Authentically Jewish?  Am I Called to Do It Anyway? 

Isaiah 2:1 – 4  
 

Introduction:  My Conversation with the Boda Boda Men in Kampala, Uganda 

One of our activities in Kampala was to visit various places in the community around the FOCUS Uganda office.  

Osborn, Brian, and I were assigned to the ‘boda boda’ men:  guys who are motorcycle taxi drivers.  They do a low 

status job in their society.  A group of boda boda men hang out down the street from the FOCUS office.  Supposedly 

some of them had said they were interested in spiritual conversation, particularly about HIV/AIDS.  Osborn, Brian, 

and I walked over.  We tried to start a conversation, but all the men were playing or watching a gambling game.  If 

this were the U.S., they would have laughed us off and told us to go away.  Ugandans are far more polite.  The men 

tolerated our presence, probably wondering about me since I was obviously not Ugandan.  One guy named Dominic 

talked to us as he watched the game.  Brian translated for me, and Brian was getting discouraged.  He could pick up 

the tone and attitude that this guy was giving us.  Dominic didn’t want to hear anything from us.  So I asked him, 

‘What do you believe?’  He said, ‘I believe in the traditional African gods.’ 

 

At about that time, there was a small collision between two people on bodas on the curb right in front of us.  The 

men at the station laughed and said, ‘There must be a demon there, because that’s the second time that happened.’  I 

asked Dominic, ‘What’s the difference between a demon and the god you worship?’  He said, ‘The demon causes 

evil and laughs at us.’  I replied, ‘But if your god isn’t doing anything to help, then he may as well be sitting back 

and laughing at us too.  Doing nothing in response to human evil is to be evil.’  At some point, he changed the topic 

and said, ‘The trouble with you Christians is that you want people to leave behind the traditional gods.  Why can’t 

you worship Jesus and other gods?’   

 

Relevance 

People say that to us:  ‘That’s the thing with you Christians.  It’s fine for you to believe in Jesus.  But when you try 

to make other people believe in Jesus, and you think you know better than everybody else, that’s the problem.  Isn’t 

Christian mission imperialistic?  Isn’t it the original ‘white man’s burden?’  Isn’t it the model for every paternalistic, 

‘I know better than you; I will change what you believe’ movement?  In the worlds of my Ugandan friend Dominic, 

why can’t Christians be content with just adding Jesus to the existing pantheon of gods?  Why the exclusivity?  

Secondly, isn’t Christian mission a plundering of Judaism?  Isn’t it a raiding of sacred texts from Judaism, like the 

one from Isaiah 2 that I’m about to preach on?  That is important because if Christian faith and mission is not 

authentically rooted in the Hebrew Scriptures, then it is a heresy, and a lie, and we should look elsewhere for the 

truth.  Finally, this raises the huge question, which is not academic, but deeply personal:  Are you and I called by 

this God to do this thing we call Christian mission, Jesus’ very own mission?  Ultimately, that is the question.  And 

on that, let me be frank:  Yes, we are. 

 

Context: 

We are going to look at a passage in Isaiah chapter 2, verses 1 – 4, which spoke prophetically about this reign of 

God rippling across the world.  Imagine a rock falling into still water and setting off all these ripples.  I do that as an 

introduction to Isaiah 1 – 6 as a whole.  What I’d like you to do during this week is to spend some time on your own 

in some part of Isaiah 1 – 6.  Then I’ll summarize Isaiah 1 – 6 next week and teach in Isaiah 6, God’s calling of 

Isaiah. 

 

So let me explain Isaiah 1 – 6 a bit more.  The first six chapters of Isaiah function as an introduction to the whole 

book:  66 chapters long.  Isaiah is stunning in his poetry and his vision.  No other book in the Hebrew Scriptures 

comes close to his vision for understanding the relationship between God and the whole world, not just the chosen 

people.  Tradition tells us that the prophet Isaiah lived, ministered, and wrote in the 700’s BC.  At the time, the 

people of Israel was divided into North and South, each with its own monarchy, but the line of David in the South, 

in Judah, being the true one.  Isaiah lived before, during, and after the event of the Assyrian Empire swooping into 

the Northern Kingdom and taking it over.  The sins of the Northern Kingdom of Israel had brought judgment upon 

it.  Isaiah wonders what will happen to the Southern Kingdom of Judah and its capital city, Jerusalem.   



 

The Honor of Zion:  v.2b – 2d  

In chapter 1, Isaiah says that he sees sin in the city.  It is a shameful sight.   

 
1:22

 How the faithful city has become a harlot, 

She who was full of justice! 

Righteousness once lodged in her, 

But now murderers.  
22

 Your silver has become dross, 

Your drink diluted with water.  
23

 Your rulers are rebels 

And companions of thieves; 

Everyone loves a bribe 

And chases after rewards. 

They do not defend the orphan, 

Nor does the widow’s plea come before them. 

 

But in 2:1, Isaiah sees that God’s destiny for this city is glorious: 

 
2:1

 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
2a

 Now it will come about that in the last days 
2b

 The mountain of the house of the LORD 
2c

 Will be established as the chief of the mountains, 
2d

 And will be raised above the hills; 

 

Verse 1 sets the physical context and the focus.  Isaiah is talking about ‘Judah and Jerusalem.’  Then verses 2a and 

2b talk about the time and what will happen.  ‘In the last days,’ refers to the days of the Messiah.  I know that we as 

Christians tend to think of ‘the last days’ as the days before Jesus returns.  Yes, that’s fine, but from Isaiah’s 

perspective, the last days began when Jesus came the first time.  That’s the emphasis here. 

 

The ‘house of the LORD,’ built on Mount Zion, was important because it was considered to be a second Eden.  

Once upon a time, in the days of Adam and Eve, in a garden long ago, God dwelled with human beings.  And God 

had empowered us as His image-bearers to spread out over the whole creation and spread life:  human life and 

garden life.  But we fell into sin and instead spread death.  Sin and death rippled out from Eden.  So God brought a 

new humanity – Israel – back into a new garden.  He put His presence in a Temple on Mount Zion to dwell in their 

midst.  But because God had always wanted to dwell in human beings, and not in a stone building, it was only 

partially successful.  The Israelites continued to sin, even in Jerusalem, right on the other side of the stone wall 

separating God from them.  And as a result, sin and death rippled out again from the second Eden, Mount Zion.  

This is what Isaiah is anticipating.  Relative to him, it hasn’t happened yet.  But in Isaiah 1 – 6, he is seeing lots of 

sin in the city, and is seeing that it will happen.  So from his introduction in those chapters, to the rest of this book, 

Isaiah explores that in detail.  At first, he describes it frightening detail, and then, inspiring detail.  There is a ripple 

of sin and death that will flow out from Mount Zion because of human choices.  But then, there will be an even 

bigger ripple of love and life that will flow out from Mount Zion, when the Messiah comes. 

 

And what did Isaiah see would happen?  Verse 2b, c, d:  ‘The mountain of the house of the LORD…will be 

established… will be raised.’  Let me talk quickly about how to read biblical poetry.  Biblical poetry did not really 

rhyme sounds.  They rhymed ideas.  So take lines 2c and 2d as a good example: 

 
2c

  Will be established  as the chief of the mountains, 
2d

 And  will be raised   above the hills; 

 

When I break it out that way, it’s easy to see what’s happening.  The phrase, ‘Will be established’ (2c) is parallel to 

‘will be raised’ (2d).  The phrase, ‘As the chief of the mountains’ (2c) is parallel to ‘above the hills’ (2d).  So to be 

established as the chief of the mountains is to be raised above all the other hills and mountains around.  Not in a 

physical sense – because Mount Zion wasn’t very tall – but in the sense of being honored, in a relational sense.  

Mount Zion will be honored more than any other hill or mountain:  more than Mount Everest for its towering height 



or Mount Rainier for its stunning beauty or Mount Washington for its friendly climbability.  Mount Zion will be the 

site of something ‘the LORD’ does. 

 

Now who is this God who calls Himself ‘the LORD’?  And how does Jesus eventually fit with the God of Israel or 

not?  Judaism as we understand it was the first religion to believe in a happy ending story.  They were the first to 

believe in a God who is 100% good.  Therefore, that God will have to defeat evil in the world.  Not just judge souls 

that are escaping from the world, but defeat evil in the world, healing and transforming it.  He is the hero who will 

defeat the villain.  That has huge implications.  Historian Thomas Cahill writes, in his book, The Gifts of the Jews: 

 

‘We can read the Bible (as do postmodernists) as a jumble of unrelated texts, given a false and 

superficial unity by redactors of the exilic period and later.  But this is to ignore not only the powerful 

emotional and spiritual effect that much of the Bible has on readers, even on readers who would rather not 

be so moved, but also its cumulative impact on whole societies.  The Bible’s great moments – the 

thunderous ‘lekh-lekha’ spoken to Avram, the secret Name of God revealed to cowering Moshe, Miryam’s 

song on the far shore, God’s Ten Words, David’s Good Shepherd, Isaiah’s Holy Mountain – are hard to 

brush aside as merely human expressions with no relationship to the deepest meanings of our own 

individual lives.  Nor can we imagine the great liberation movements of modern history without reference 

to the Bible.  Without the Bible we would never have known the abolitionist movement, the prison-reform 

movement, the antiwar movement, the labor movement, the civil rights movement, the movements of 

indigenous and dispossessed peoples for their human rights, the antiapartheid movement in South Africa, 

the Solidarity movement in Poland, the free-speech and pro-democracy movements in such Far Eastern 

countries as South Korea, the Philippines, and even China.  These movements of modern times have all 

employed the language of the Bible; and it is even impossible to understand their great heroes and heroines 

– people like Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Mother Jones, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 

Cesar Chavez, Helder Camara, Oscar Romero, Rigoberto Menchu, Corazon Aquino, Nelson Mandela, 

Desmond Tutu, Charity Kaluki Ngilu, Harry Wu – without recourse to the Bible.   

‘Beyond these movements…are other forces that have shaped our world, such as capitalism, 

communism, and democracy.  Capitalism and communism are both bastard children of the Bible, for both 

are processive faiths, modeled on biblical faith and demanding of their adherents that they always hold in 

their hearts a belief in the future and keep before their eyes the vision of a better tomorrow, whether that 

tomorrow contains a larger gross domestic product or a workers’ paradise.  Neither ideology could have 

risen in the cyclical East, in Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, or Shinto.  But because capitalism and 

communism are processive faiths without God, each is a form of madness – a fantasy without a guarantee.  

Democracy, in contrast, grows directly out of the Israelite vision of individuals, subjects of value because 

they are images of God, each with a unique and personal destiny.  There is no way that it could have ever 

been ‘self-evident that all men are created equal’ without the intervention of the Jews.’
1
 

 

If you have a God who is 100% good, then He must be in the process of defeating evil in the world.  God cannot be 

passive.  He cannot be partly evil.  He cannot be a puppet master, because of His love for human beings.  Human 

beings are both heroes and villains, so God must be acting not just to defeat human beings, but to redeem the villains 

and defeat the evil in them.  So the idea of a chosen people, called to be His voluntary partners in His plan, is 

necessary.  It fits.  And that chosen people must involved in what God is doing in the world to redeem it.  High 

ethical monotheism with a good God must be connected to messianism.  It’s just logical!  That is why it’s important 

to ask whether Christian mission is any meaningful sense Jewish.  The reality is yes, it is. 

 

Illus:  Let me read one of the most charming and succinct descriptions I’ve seen of Christian faith.  It takes place in 

on a website called ‘Ask the Rabbi.’  One woman, named Karen, writes a letter that asks: 

 

Dear Rabbi, 

 

With the Pope visiting Israel and all the fanfare, it brings to mind a question I’ve often pondered:  Why did 

Hashem allow Christianity to become such a major religion? 

 

                                                 
1
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The rabbi responds: 

 

Dear Karen, 

 

Jewish ideas such as “brotherhood of humanity,” “love your neighbor,” and “age of peace” are taken for 

granted today by much of mankind.  But when Judaism first introduced these ideas to the world, they were 

revolutionary.  These Jewish concepts have been spread largely by Christianity (and by Islam).  Christianity 

came to a world in which people were slaughtering to Zeus, Apollo, and a host of other idols, and taught 

some basic ideas of Judaism, albeit in a distorted form.  

 

Now we can talk about being ‘distorted.’  But in essence, I like this and I agree with the rabbi’s point:  Judaism is an 

historical anomaly to which we are all very indebted.  And Christians have spread those ideas.  How and why?  

Well, what does Isaiah foresee? 

 

The Reason – God’s House:  v.2e – 3e 
Mountains also symbolized authority and, for Israel, a place to meet God.  It was a place of spiritual potential 

because it was symbolically closer to heaven.  Mount Zion is going to explode with spiritual influence and 

importance.  How?  The next few poetic lines describe why. 

 
2e

 And all the nations will stream to it.  
3a

 And many peoples will come and say, 
3b

 ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
3c

 To the house of the God of Jacob; 
3d

 That He may teach us concerning His ways 
3e

 And that we may walk in His paths.’ 

 

Mount Zion is honored because who will come to it and how they will come.  It’s like a Macy’s Day parade but with 

a real reason for a parade!  In v.2e and 3a, ‘all the nations,’ meaning representatives of every people group, who are 

of course, ‘many peoples,’ will stream to it.  But they will not come silently.  In biblical poetry, the second line often 

adds a small detail that is significant.  They will come with words, good words.  They will ‘come and say’ 

 

Illus:  An older woman and elder in my church, Miss Harriet, went to Washington DC to see Barack Obama give his 

reelection speech.  Every Inauguration draws massive numbers of people to Washington DC.  But in the biblical 

story, people are not coming to be spectators.  They are coming to be students.  ‘That He may teach us concerning 

His ways, and that we may walk in His paths.’  In Old Testament times, all the way up to the time of Jesus, the 

Temple served as God’s throne-room and God’s classroom.  God’s presence there was supposed to be ‘a house of 

prayer for all nations’ (Isa.56:7; Lk.19:46).  And it was there, when you stood near God’s glory-cloud that rested 

behind the veil in the Holy of Holies, and heard the teaching from the Israelite priests about the wonder of God and 

the commandments of God, that you learned what is good and what the Lord expected of you.  You learned who you 

really are.   

 

In John’s Gospel, when a group of Greek people in Jerusalem at the Feast of Passover ask to see Jesus, this triggers 

something for Jesus (Jn.12:20).  Jesus says, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.’  People were 

coming to Jesus to learn about God.  They had heard about him, and recognized something of the presence of God in 

him.  Jesus was greater than the Temple.  And now that ‘the nations’ and ‘many peoples’ were coming to the 

mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, not to stand in the Temple building per se but to talk with 

Jesus, this vision from Isaiah was really being fulfilled.  Fulfilled truly.  For Jesus was solving the problem of human 

nature in his own body, getting ready to kill the corruption in himself and be raised as a God-soaked, God-drenched, 

resurrected new human being.  Then he will share the Spirit of his new humanity with anyone who asked.  That 

would happen at Pentecost in Acts 2.  All kinds of peoples drawn from all over the world were in Jerusalem for the 

Feast of Pentecost.  And the Spirit of Jesus comes in power and enables people to speak with power and praise.  So 

Isaiah’s vision was fulfilled in an even fuller way. 

 

God’s Reign of Peace from Zion:  v.3f – 4f  

But what would happen next?  Can everyone in the world fit into a crowded little space on a small mountain?  No.  

That’s why after coming up and in, the people go out and declare what they have heard: 



 
3f

 For the law will go forth from Zion 
3g

 And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  
4a

 And He will judge between the nations, 
4b

 And will render decisions for many peoples; 
4c

 And they will hammer their swords into plowshares  
4d

 And their spears into pruning hooks. 
4e

 Nation will not lift up sword against nation, 
4f

 And never again will they learn war.  

 

When the first son of David, King Solomon, sat on the throne, he ruled at first with wisdom and brought peace (1 

Ki.3:16 – 28).  But he still had a corrupted human nature, sinned, and his reign became deeply flawed, angering 

many, triggering secession of the ten northern tribes, and dividing the people of Israel into two nations.  But the last 

son of David, Jesus of Nazareth, would ascend an even higher throne.  He will unite ‘the nations’ (v.4a) and ‘many 

peoples’ (v.4b) as his kingdom is announced.  And he will ‘judge’ (v.4a) and ‘render decisions’ (v.4b) – that is, he 

will declare what is just and true between people, even to the point of revealing the secrets of men’s hearts.   

 

As a result, in v.4c – 4f, when people come into his reign, he will bring peace.  Isaiah lifts up the great dream that 

has echoed into our present day:  of ‘swords into plowshares’ and ‘spears into pruning hooks’ or as some would say 

today, ‘tanks into tractors’ and ‘guns into garden tools.’   

 

Illus:  Now did Jesus fulfill this vision?  Yes.  Christians in the Roman Empire weren’t complete pacifists, because 

they permitted Christians to serve in the internal police force.  But they were anti-war.  A Roman officer waging war 

against the Persian Empire, for example, who wanted to commit to Jesus was told to resign and find another job.  

They said, ‘Jesus told us to love our enemies, and we just don’t think you can do that when you’re killing them.’  

Jesus launched a reconciliation movement under his lordship. 

 

Now for Christians, sometimes we read passages like this and think, ‘This is all still off in the distance, when Jesus 

comes again.’  But no:  It is happening now!!  It will be completed when Jesus comes again, but it has already begun 

when Jesus came the first time.  It’s not that Jesus’ reign would materialize all at once by force whether people 

wanted it or not.  Jesus’ reign is announced, and it must be voluntarily chosen out of love for him and love for truth.  

But once chosen, it does have this effect.   

 

Illus:  Remember the ripples.  When Jesus launched his movement in Jerusalem with a few men and women, the 

ripples moved out in beautiful circles across the face of the earth.  Little did everyone around them suspect that this 

movement would change the world.  To the East, across the vast continent of Asia, Jesus’ followers took his name, 

his kingdom, and his reign to Arabia, then India, where he challenged the Hindu caste system.  All the way up to 

today, the state of Kerala, India, is home to many Thomas Christians who have high rights for women, high literacy 

rates, low infant mortality, and low inequality between rich and poor – all United Nations metrics of healthy 

societies.  Sociologists have no explanation for why Kerala is so different from the rest of India except for Christian 

faith.  Christian tradition says that Christian faith planted itself in Japan as early as 70 AD; we find that the largest 

and oldest Buddhist temple in Kyoto was built on top of a Christian church building, going back to the 500’s, 

complete with Christian artwork and fragments of the Gospel of Matthew.  But a Buddhist king killed the Christians 

in Japan.  Christian faith could have been a leading influence in China had not the Mongolian Emperor Tamerlane 

converted to Islam and almost wiped out the Christians starting in 1400 AD.  We get a glimpse of that because of 

this stone pillar called the Nestorian Stone, from 638 AD, engraved with the words, ‘Our bishop is Alopen, a Syrian 

Christian; there are millions of Christians here across all walks of life…’  How history could have been different!   

 

To the South, across Africa, Jesus’ followers took the name of Jesus and the reign of Jesus up the Nile River, to 

confront the powers of Egypt.  In Acts 8, we find the Ethiopian eunuch reading the scroll of Isaiah the prophet; he 

comes to faith through the explanation of Philip, and then apparently starts Ethiopian Christianity, reinforced maybe 

by the apostle Matthew, and then in the fourth century by the missionary named Frumentius.  Later, Christian 

missionaries took the faith further south to the mighty Nubian Kingdoms, in present day Sudan, which became a 

Christian kingdom that lasted for centuries until Islam took it over in 1276 AD.  The impact of Christian faith here is 

the Nubian kings were no longer considered divine, two major kingdoms of Nobatia and Makuria merged peacefully 

under the influence of Christian reconciliation, and there was a fantastic literary culture in Nubia.   



 

To the North, Christian faith spread through the Germanic tribes, then to the Slavs through the missionaries 

Methodius and Cyril, who gave the Slavic peoples the Cyrillic alphabet, still used today.  Then look at the people in 

the snowy regions of Norway, Sweden, and Finland.  What were they famous for?  Raiding.  One of the 

achievements of Christian faith in northern and northwestern Europe prior to 1400 was the abolition of slavery: 

France (650’s); Hungary (1000); England (1102); Iceland (1117); Netherlands (1300’s); Scandanavian peoples 

(1330’s).  No one else in the world abolished slavery.   

 

To the West, across Europe, Jesus’ followers spread to Asia Minor, then Greece and Italy to the renowned cities of 

Athens and Corinth and Rome.  Tradition has it that Paul made it to Spain.  In France, we find Bathilde, a British 

slave who caught the eye of a young Clovis II.  Clovis came to the throne of the Kingdom of the Franks, freed her, 

married her, and the two of them set about making the Kingdom of the Franks the first kingdom to abolish slavery.  

Here is Roger Williams, the founder of Providence, Rhode Island and the father of American religious liberty.  He 

recognized that you need to have some religious liberty in the public square, because Christian faith cannot compel 

someone to believe.  Roman Emperor Constantine recognized that in the 300’s, so Roger Williams was standing in a 

long Christian tradition.  His thought became part of the American First Amendment.  Native American chief Seattle 

of the Suquamish tribe accepted Jesus as a man in his prime in the late 1840’s, and made some insightful comments 

on ecology and the land.  Queen Liliuokalani was the last reigning constitutional monarch of Hawaii.  She accepted 

Jesus as a child.  As an adult, the Dole Company and the U.S. usurped her place and annexed Hawaii.  Rather than 

resist with violence, she advocated peace because of her commitment to Christ.  Native Hawaiians were saddened 

but respect her greatly for avoiding bloodshed. 

 

Because of the reign of Jesus over his human nature, Jesus’ people beat their swords into plowshares.  That is why 

we do everything possible, within our faith and integrity, to reconcile with others.  Even during your blockmate 

drama.  Even in tough family situations.  Jesus taught us to love our enemies, and even etched the love for those who 

hated him into his own heart, so that he could share his heart with us, and we might turn our spears into pruning 

hooks.   

 

You see, the first question in life is whether you have a good God and therefore a happy ending, or not.  If you have 

a God who is 100% good, then you will also have a happy ending.  If your God is not 100% good, then you won’t.  

Some people throw up their hands in despair and say that there is no good or evil; it’s just our opinion (e.g. 

Hinduism).  Or good and evil are co-eternal and circle around each other infinitely (e.g. Zoroastrianism).   You’ll 

just have cycles and cycles endlessly or until the universe burns out.  The second question in life is if you live in a 

happy ending story:  Every plot for a happy ending story is where the hero defeats the villain.  So who is the villain?  

What is the villain?  Is it internal or external to us?  If you don’t have a solution to human nature, then you have to 

say that the reason we do evil and injustice is because of some external factor.  Secular liberalism would love to 

convince you that it’s just the result of bad laws, bad circumstances, bad schools, and maybe bad families.  And I 

don’t want to diminish the importance of addressing those issues.  But fundamentally, I don’t think it’s just external 

to us.  I think it’s internal.  Jesus is the only person who even claimed to undo the evil within human nature.  In the 

Christian story, the hero redeems the villain by defeating the evil in people.  We were meant to be heroes, too.   

 

Thomas Cahill writes this: 

 

‘In a cyclical world, there are neither beginnings nor ends.  But for us, time had a beginning, 

whether it was the first words of God in the Book of Genesis, when ‘in the beginning God created heaven 

and earth,’ or the Big Bang of modern science, a concept that would not have been possible without the 

Jews.  Time, which had a beginning, must also have an end.  What will it be?  In the Torah we learn that 

God is working his purposes in history and will effect its end, but in the Prophets we learn that our choices 

will also affect this end, that our inner disposition toward our fellow human beings will make an enormous 

difference in the way this end appears to us. 

‘Unbelievers may wish to stop for a moment and consider how completely God – this Jewish God 

of justice and compassion – undergirds all our values and that it is just possible that human effort without 

this God is doomed to certain failure.  Humanity’s most extravagant dreams are articulated by the Jewish 

prophets.  In Isaiah’s vision, true faith is no longer confined to one nation, but ‘all the nations’ stream to the 

House of YHWH ‘that he may teach us his ways’ and that we may learn to ‘beat [our] swords into 

plowshares.’  All who share this outrageous dream of universal brotherhood, peace, and justice, who dream 



the dreams and see the visions of the great prophets, must bring themselves to contemplate the possibility 

that without God there is no justice.’
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Another historian, Paul Johnson, writes: 

 

‘All the great conceptual discoveries of the intellect seem obvious and inescapable once they have 

been revealed, but it requires a special genius to formulate them for the first time.  The Jews had this gift.  

To them we owe the idea of equality before the law, both divine and human; of the sanctity of life and the 

dignity of the human person; of the individual conscience and so of social responsibility; of peace as an 

abstract ideal and love as the foundation of justice, and many other items which constitute the basic moral 

furniture of the human mind.  Without the Jews it might have been a much emptier place.’
3
 

 

Conclusion:  My Trip to Uganda 

Let me return to my conversation in Uganda with Dominic, the boda boda man.  He said, ‘The trouble with you 

Christians is that you want people to leave behind the traditional gods.  Why can’t you worship Jesus and other 

gods?’  I asked in response, ‘What’s so bad about leaving behind bad gods?’  He didn’t answer that; instead, he 

shifted to another question.  ‘Why is Jesus white, and the devil black?’  I said, ‘Jesus isn’t white.  He’s Jewish, so he 

probably looked like an Arab.  And the devil isn’t black.  We don’t know what color he is.’  At about that time, we 

had to get going, but Dominic turned to shake my hand and say, ‘Let’s talk again.’   

 

Illus:  In the latter part of our trip in Uganda, we left Kampala and went up north to Gulu, among the Acholi people, 

recently terrorized by Joseph Kony and his ‘Lord’s Resistance Army.’  We went to a prison, where we met with the 

men there.  Some were there for crimes they committed after they had tried to reintegrate themselves after being in 

that rebel group, but the trauma was intense.  The Ugandan and American students had a chance to share with these 

men some of our stories, and our love for Jesus.  When I gave an invitation to Jesus, one man stood up to receive 

Jesus for the first time.  We were invited back because some men weren’t there at the time.  We came back and 

shared again.  I gave an invitation to give their lives to Jesus and seven men stood up to do that.  We were invited 

back on Sunday to do their Sunday service.  Ninety to one hundred men crowded into a small room that was little 

more than a big living room.  We shared.  I gave an invitation and ten men came forward to receive Jesus.  They 

wanted Jesus to heal their hearts, their minds, their souls, and in some cases their bodies.   

 

So is Christian mission inherently imperialistic?  No.  It wasn’t a movement of one political power over another.  It 

was spread by word of mouth, not by the edge of the sword.  Is Christian mission authentically Jewish?  Yes it is.  

Jesus solved the problem of heart, and sent out ripples of life over the whole world.  And is Christian mission 

something you and I are called to?  Is everyone called to it?  Yes.  Let me pray for the Lord to strengthen us and give 

us courage. 
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