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SESSION ONE: THE WAR ON DRUGS

Rethinking Incarceration, Chapter 1

Agenda for Today

Introduction and Ground Rules
Discussing Rethinking Incarceration, ch.1
Proposed Action Steps

Prayer

Guiding Questions

1. Was there material in this introductory chapter that was new information to you? What
are your initial reactions?

2. Have you or anyone you're close to been caught up in the criminal justice system because
of drugs? What was that experience like?

3. Isit hard to believe that the “War on Drugs” was an overreaction? Racially motivated?
Discuss the following;:

Racial Perceptions of Criminality

A survey asked people to envision a drug user. “While in reality a strong majority
of drug users are white, most respondents—95 percent—pictured African
Americans.™

“White Americans overestimate the proportion of crime committed by people of
color and associate people of color with criminality... Implicit bias research has
uncovered widespread and deep-seated tendencies among whites — including
criminal justice practitioners — to associate blacks and Latinos with criminality.”

“White Americans who associate crime with blacks and Latinos are more likely to
support punitive policies — including capital punishment and mandatory
minimum sentencing — than whites with weaker racial associations of crime.”
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Criminality and Drug-Related Facts

“The first anti-opium laws in the 1870s were directed at Chinese immigrants. The
first anti-cocaine laws, in the South in the early 1900s, were directed at black
men. The first anti-marijuana laws, in the Midwest and the Southwest in the
1910s and 20s, were directed at Mexican migrants and Mexican Americans.
Today, Latino and especially black communities are still subject to wildly
disproportionate drug enforcement and sentencing practices.

Crime in Finland, Germany, and the U.S. was stable in the second half of the
twentieth century. But incarceration increased about 400% in the U.S. while it
fell by 60% in Finland; Germany remained the same. This demonstrates how
incarceration rates have almost no direct relationship to crime rates. But in the
U.S., from 1980 to 2006, the “War on Drugs” led to a 1,100% increase in
drug-related arrests, including a 700% increase in women imprisoned since 1980.
“Today women represent 9 percent of the state and federal prison population.
Furthermore black women’s arrest in particular for drug-related offenses grew by
828 percent — triple the growth the arrest rate for white women and double that
of black men during the prime years of the drug war, the late 1980’s and 1990’s.™

White people are more likely than black people to use and sell drugs. “White
youth in particular are seven times more likely to use cocaine and heroin than
black youth, and three times more likely to sell drugs.”®

4. Why do you think racial perceptions of criminality — especially drug use — are so
different from the reality?

5. Once someone is declared to be a ‘criminal’ or incarcerated, why are they so easy to
punish heavily, forget about, and continue to punish even when they get out of prison?
Is it a psychological or spiritual issue on our part?

6. Split into pairs to pray for any or all of the following: your own repentance from fear or
apathy; transformation in others and in systems; healing for those drug offenders and
their families (including anyone in your group personally affected); etc.
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Notes

1. Dominique Gilliard, Rethinking Incarceration: Advocating for Justice That Restores (Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2017), p.25

2. The Sentencing Project, Race and Punishment: Racial Perceptions of Crime and Support for Punitive
Policies, 2014, p.3; http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd Race and Punishment.pdf.
See also Charles M. Blow, “Crime, Bias, and Statistics,” New York Times, September 7, 2014; citing The
Sentencing Project, Race and Punishment: Racial Perceptions of Crime and Support for Punitive
Policies, 2014. See also Katheryn Russell-Brown, The Color of Crime: Racial Hoaxes, White Fear, Black
Protectionism, Police Harassment, and Other Macroaggressions, 2" edition (New York: NYU Press,
2008); also supported by Ted Chiricos, Kelly Welch, Marc Gertz, “Racial Typification of Crime and
Support for Punitive Measures,” Criminology Volume 42, Number 2, 2004;
http://www.uakron.edu/centers/conflict/docs/Chiricos.pdf; “This paper assesses whether support for
harsh punitive policies towards crime is related to the racial typification of crime for a national random
sample of households (N=885), surveyed in 2002. Results from OLS regression show that the racial
typification of crime is a significant predictor of punitiveness, independent of the influence of racial
prejudice, conservatism, crime salience, southern residence and other factors. This relationship is shown
to be concentrated among whites who are either less prejudiced, not southern, conservative and for whom
crime salience is low. The results broaden our understanding of the links between racial threat and social
control, beyond those typically associated with racial composition of place. They also resonate important
themes in what some have termed modern racism and what others have described as the politics of
exclusion.’

3. Ibid, p.3

4. Drug Policy Alliance, “A Brief History of the Drug War,”
http://www.drugpolicy.org/new-solutions-drug-policy/brief-history-drug-war

5. Gilliard, p.21

6. Gilliard, p.25. Maia Szalavitz, “Study: Whites More Likely to Abuse Drugs Than Blacks,” Time,
November 7, 2011 writes, “Black youth are arrested for drug crimes at a rate ten times higher than that of
whites. But new research shows that young African Americans are actually less likely to use drugs and less
likely to develop substance use disorders, compared to whites, Native Americans, Hispanics and people of
mixed race.”
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SESSION TWO: SLAVERY, CONVICT LEASING &
PRIVATE PRISONS

Rethinking Incarceration, Chapters 2 and 4 (pages 60 - 64)

Agenda for Today

Introduction and Ground Rules
Discussing Rethinking Incarceration, ch.2 and ch.4 (pages 60 - 64 only)
Proposed Action Steps

Guiding Questions

Was there material in this chapter that was new information to you?

Last time, we talked about the psychological and spiritual tendency to criminalize other
people, in this case black Americans particularly. This time, we will talk about the legal
and institutional basis by which it happened in the U.S. What if people were set up for
entrapment? Are being set up?

In the North, free black women during the era of slavery provided domestic labor
in white homes. They were often victims of sexual assault, and accused of
stealing. “When black women were charged with stealing from white families,
they were issued some of the harshest sentences handed down by the criminal
system.”

For additional context on how often black women were sexually assaulted: “The
rape of black women by white men continued, often unpunished, throughout the
Jim Crow era. As Reconstruction collapsed and Jim Crow arose, white men
abducted and assaulted black women with alarming regularity. White men lured
black women and girls away from home with promises of steady work and better
wages; attacked them on the job; abducted them at gunpoint while traveling to or
from home, work, or church; raped them as a form of retribution or to enforce
rules of racial and economic hierarchy; sexually humiliated and assaulted them
on streetcars and buses, in taxicabs and trains, and in other public spaces. As the
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acclaimed freedom fighter Fannie Lou Hamer put it, “A black woman’s body was
never hers alone.”””

See also Gilliard’s description of the Black Codes on pages 32 — 34.
3. White America still wanted cheap labor from black people in a modified form of slavery
called convict leasing. How did that continue after slavery was formally abolished?

What does this show you about how “law and order” often works?

4. How do public and private prisons continue the tradition of “convict leasing”?
a. What role does the 13th Amendment play?

b. What companies today outsource labor to prisons? (do a little internet research —
find 5 companies)

c. How cheap is the labor?

d. As we consider what prisoners might do with any money they earn, watch this
video:

How do prisoners make phone calls:
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/20759-fifteen-things-that-we-re-le

arned-about-the-prison-industrial-complex-in-2013
scroll down to point #6, and see the short video there

e. How much money have private prison companies made in recent years?
f. How do private prison companies impact politics? Consider:

‘California guarantees that prisons will be filled to 70% capacity at all
times. Arizona promises almost 100% occupancy.’

‘The Census Bureau counts imprisoned individuals as residents of the
jurisdiction in which they are incarcerated. [W]hite, rural communities
benefit from inflated population totals at the expense of the urban,
overwhelmingly minority communities from which the prisoners come.
This has enormous consequences for the redistricting process.™

‘A Republican parochial inclination to punish combined with high
visibility locations of the racial demographic transition [rural central and
southern CA counties with sizable ethnic minority immigration] during
the last decades of the twentieth century played significant roles in the
selection of California counties for appropriations to fund prison
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construction.” ‘[T]he death penalty solved this problem for local
politicians because state and federal governments paid for the capital
trials and executions. The use of bonds for state prison construction
similarly contributed to resolving this contradiction by deferring and
externalizing costs of imprisonment. [...] Lease revenue bonds [LRBs]
originally were designed to fund projects with a revenue stream — parking
garages, toll roads, and parking meters — to make the interest payments.
They converted the leases to ownership following debt repayment. Of
course, a prison generates costs rather than revenue. The entrepreneurial
“repurposing” of LRBs was made possible in this era of de-regulation by
having the [CA Dept of Corrections and Rehabilitation] lease the prisons
to the state and by covering the interest payments from the corrections
budget. The innovation involved the creation of a stream of revenue from
an annual appropriation in a state budget and was highly unorthodox. [...]
Business Week’s Suzanne Woolley (1992) called... LRBs an “End Run
Around the Taxpayer.””®
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Notes

1. Dominique Gilliard, Rethinking Incarceration: Advocating for Justice That Restores
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2017), p.29

2. Danielle L. McGuire, At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance — a
New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power (New
York, NY: Vintage Books, 2010), p.xviii — xix

3. M. David, “Private Prisons Threaten to Sue States Unless They Get More Inmates For Free
Labor,” Countercurrent News, June 24, 2015

4. Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
(New York: The New Press, 2011)

5. John Hagan, Gabriele Plickert, Alberto Palloni, Spencer Headworth, “Making Punishment
Pay: The Political Economy of Revenue, Race, and Regime in the California Prison Boom,” Du

Bois Review, 12:1 (2015) p.97

6. Ibid, p.102
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SESSION THREE: IMMIGRATION & INCARCERATION

Rethinking Incarceration, Chapter 4 (p.64 - 66 and articles below)

Agenda for Today

Introduction and Ground Rules

Discussing Rethinking Incarceration, ch.4 (p.64 - 66 and articles)
Proposed Action Steps

Prayer

Receive Reading Assignment for Next Week

Guiding Questions

1. How much have you followed the migration, the child separation policy, and its results?
What have your feelings and thoughts been towards it? Dominique Gilliard and
InterVarsity Press released Rethinking Incarceration in February 2018, which means
that the bulk of the writing happened about a year before that. President Trump’s family
separation policy at the US-Mexico border began no later than October 2017. An article
from USA Today offers the following timeline:

“December 11, 2017: Immigration advocacy organizations file a joint complaint to
the Department of Homeland Security about family separations.

April 6, 2018: Attorney General Jeff Sessions announces a “zero tolerance” policy
at the southwest border. It directs federal prosecutors to criminally prosecute all
adult migrants entering the country illegally. The policy change leads to the
separation of families because children cannot be held in a detention facility with
their parents.

April 11: Homeland Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen testifies before the House
Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee that there is no policy that
calls for the separation of families as a deterrence. “The standard is to — in every
case — is to keep that family together as long as operationally possible,” she says.
“When we separate, we separate because the law tells us to, and that is in the
interest of the child.”

April 16: The Homeland Security Inspector General will look into whether the
agency is improperly separating families, CNN reports. The move comes after
Democratic senators urged the office to open an investigation in letter.
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April 20: The New York Times publishes a report that says more than 700
children have been taken from their parents since October, 100 of those under
the age of 4. It was the first report to call attention to the scale of separations.

May 7: Sessions makes clear that the Border Patrol and Justice Department
intend to prosecute every adult who crosses the southwest border illegally. He
acknowledges this will require the government to separate children from the
adults traveling with them. “If you are smuggling a child, then we will prosecute
you and that child will be separated from you as required by law,” Sessions says.
“If you don’t like that, then don’t smuggle children over our border.”

From May: AG Jeff Sessions vows to separate kids from parents, prosecute all
illegal border-crossers

May 11: Kelly, who became White House Chief of Staff in July, defends the
separation of undocumented immigrants from their children as a necessary evil
in the administration’s effort to increase border security during an interview with
National Public Radio. In the effort to enforce U.S. border laws, “a big name of
the game is deterrence,” he says. And separating families “could be a tough
deterrent.”

May 15: Nielsen defends the separation of children from parents before the
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. She denies that
Trump ordered the separation as a deterrent to illegal immigration. “My decision
has been that anyone who breaks the law will be prosecuted,” she says.

June 14: Sessions defends the policy by citing a Biblical passage from Apostle
Paul’s epistle to the Romans: “I would cite you to the Apostle Paul and his clear
and wise command in Romans 13, to obey the laws of the government because
God has ordained them for the purpose of order,” Sessions says. “Orderly and
lawful processes are good in themselves and protect the weak and lawful.”

White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders says the president is “simply
enforcing the law.” “The separation of alien families is the product of the same
legal loopholes that Democrats refuse to close, and these laws are the same that
have been on the books for over a decade.”

June 15: For the first time, the Department of Homeland Security says how many
children have been separated during the zero-tolerance initiative: Nearly 2,000
children from April 19 to May 31.

June 17: Public attention to the issue spikes, according to Google Trends data.

June 18: Nielsen says the administration “will not apologize” for separating
families. “We have to do our job. We will not apologize for doing our job,” she
says. “This administration has a simple message — If you cross the border
illegally, we will prosecute you.”
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June 19: Iowa’s GOP governor calls the separation of immigrant families
“horrific” and says the government shouldn’t treat children as “pawns.”
Methodists sign a formal denominational complaint against Sessions for his role
in causing the separation of families.

June 20: Facing a national outcry, Trump signs an executive order designed to
keep migrant families together at the U.S.-Mexico border, abandoning his earlier
claim that the crisis was caused by an iron-clad law and not a policy that he could
reverse [italics mine]. The order, drafted by Nielsen, directs Homeland to keep
families together after they are detained crossing the border illegally. In addition,
Homeland reports 2,342 children were separated at the border from 2,206 adults
from May 5 to June 9.

June 21: A USA TODAY analysis of thousands of cases, reveals the Trump
administration border crackdown that separated thousands of children from their
parents is built on a mountain of small-time criminal prosecutions that typically
end with people sentenced to spend no additional time in jail and pay a $10 fee.

p Brad Heath & :,: Brad Heath & @bradheath - Jun 21, 2018 ]
§» @bradheath * Replying to @bradheath

; : (@usatoday gathered records from thousands of immigration
President Trump and DOJ said today that the zero-tolerance @ cay gz ) nrmigrat .
prosecutions filed since the start of the Trump administration's zero

prosecutions will continue. But we found that the practice at the tolerance push. The government is separating families to secure
border today was somewhat different. pic twitter com/ooltKglvgx convictions that seldom carry meaningful penaities.
(138 5:49 PM - Jun 21, 2018 Li ]

USA TODAY examined 2,598 written judgments in border-crossing
still, defense lawyers said Thursday there were hints the government cases filed in federal courts along the border since mid-May. In nearly
might have softened its position. Border agents bused 17 peaple to court 70 percent of those cases, migrants pleaded guilty and immediately

in McAllen, Texas on Thursday, then abruptly returned them to an
immigration facility without filing charges, assistant U.S. attorney

received a sentence of time served, meaning they would spend no
additional time in jail. Another 13 percent were sentenced to
: g 7 - : unsupervised probation, including a condition that they not illegally re-
James Sturgis said during a hearing. Mevers said the Border Patrol told 0y -
E ; i enter the United States. In both cases, that meant they would
her staff that they were taking people who had been caught along with s : e e ;
e immediately be returned to immigration officials to be processed for
their children off of the docket. » g i d 3 i
deportation, leaving them in essentially the same position as if they

. 2 " had not been prosecuted.
It wasn't clear whether the government might charge them in the

future,

"They were not prosecuted today but they are still separated from their
children. They re still having to endure the pain of being separated,’
said Azalea Aleman-Bendiks, a public defender. "Every day that goes by,
these children are continuing to suffer the pain of being separated from
their parents.’

The Justice Department asks a federal judge to change the rules for detaining
undocumented immigrants as the Trump administration presses its effort to halt
the family separations while continuing the “zero tolerance” policy. At issue is the
Flores consent decree and related court rulings that require release of children
within 20 days. The problem is that under zero tolerance the government is
criminally charging adults — and their cases generally take far more than 20 days
to litigate. The government wants approval to allow the kids to stay with their
detained parents.
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June 24: In a tweet, Trump calls for illegal immigrants to be immediately
deported back to their home countries without any court involvement.

Donald J. Trump & L J
@realDonaldTrump

We cannot allow all of these people to invade our Country.
When somebody comes in, we must immediately, with no
Judges or Court Cases, bring them back from where they came.
Our system is a mockery to good immigration policy and Law
and Order. Most children come without parents...

O 117K 10:02 AM - Jun 24, 2018 i)

June 25: Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Kevin McAleenan says
Trump’s executive order has temporarily halted criminal prosecution of parents
and guardians unless they had criminal history or the child’s welfare was in
question. However, he insists the White House’s zero tolerance policy remained
intact.

June 26: A federal judge in California orders U.S. immigration authorities to
reunite separated families on the border within 30 days, describing the Trump
administration’s handling of the crisis as attempts “to address a chaotic
circumstance of the government’s own making.” The preliminary injunction,
issued by U.S. District Judge Dana Sabraw in San Diego, says children younger
than 5 must be reunified within 14 days.™

In May 2018, the American Academy of Pediatrics,” the American Psychiatric
Association,® and the American College of Physicians* all condemned the policy:

“Highly stressful experiences, like family separation, can cause irreparable harm,
disrupting a child’s brain architecture and affecting his or her short- and
long-term health. This type of prolonged exposure to serious stress — known as
toxic stress — can carry lifelong consequences for children.”

We also need to be concerned about how U.S. interference in Latin American and the
Caribbean drives migrants to the U.S.°

2. Dominique Gilliard names the possibility that immigration law is being used to entrap
Latinos and incarcerate or deport them (see below). Do you agree or disagree? Why?
a. Note Gillard’s statement, on p.64, beginning with “This and other evidence...””
b. Note Gilliard, p.65 has a chart showing an increase of 145% in immigration
related offenses from 1998 — 2011.

3. Consider also the Trump Administration’s false claim that thousands of criminals or
terrorists come through the U.S.-Mexico border, on foot. What have you learned, in
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these discussions, about how portraying people as “criminals” or “terrorists” evokes fear,
desire to blame and punish, etc.?

“SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS, White House press secretary: “We know that
roughly, nearly 4,000 known or suspected terrorists come into our country

illegally, and we know that our most vulnerable point of entry is at our southern
border.”

THE FACTS: Her implication that Mexico was the primary staging ground of
these suspects is wrong. As she acknowledged when challenged [by Fox News
host Chris Wallace], those people were coming “a number of ways ... by air, by
land and by sea.” And, mainly not from Mexico.”®

Vice President Mike Pence also claimed,

“Last year alone, 17,000 individuals with criminal histories were apprehended at
our southern border. Literally billions of dollars of narcotics flow through our
southern border. Ninety percent of all the heroin that comes into this country
that claims the lives of 300 Americans every week comes through our southern
border...

[However], Customs and Border Protection data counted nearly 17,000 criminal
aliens “encountered” by the Office of Field Operations and the Border Patrol in
fiscal year 2018. But it should be noted that large portions of the immigrants
being arrested at the southern border committed nonviolent crimes, like illegal
entry or re-entry — the act of crossing into the US illegally — and driving under
the influence of alcohol. Customs and Border Protection statistics also measure
immigrants convicted of crimes in the US or abroad. And regarding the amount
of heroin that pours into the US, Pence is correct that it largely comes through
Mexico, but a recent Drug Enforcement Administration report found that the
majority of it comes via legal ports of entry.”

4. Consider what Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) said after President
Trump’s Oval Office televised address to the nation on January 8, 2019 (see below). This
is important to consider carefully because of how “law and order” has been manipulated
in the U.S. to entrap people into the “criminal” category. In what sense is what we’re
seeing “law and order”?

“Even if you are anti-immigrant in this country... the majority reason that people
are undocumented are immigrant overstays — it’s not because people are crossing
a border illegally. It is because of visa overstays, which, mind you, he’s talking
about legal immigration. He’s trying to restrict every form of legal immigration
there is in the United States. He’s fighting against family reunification. He’s
fighting against the diversity visa lottery. He’s fighting against almost every way
people can actually legally enter this country, forcing them to become
undocumented, and then he’s trying to attack their undocumented status. This is
systematic. It is wrong. And it is anti-American. Those women and children
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trying to come here with nothing but the shirts on their back to create an
opportunity and to provide for this nation are acting more in an American
tradition than this President is right now.
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5. Consider the similar industrial and economic connections between mass incarceration
and deportation, particularly in the privatization of both prisons and detention centers.
Who benefits economically from criminalizing immigrants? How do politicians partner
with corporations in this system? Consider:

a. Mass Incarceration, Immigrants, and the Law:

“...the prison industrial complex has exploded in size over the past two
decades: the mass incarceration of immigrants facing possible
deportation. At this moment, this disconnect couldn’t be more clear. We
are detaining more immigrants than ever before. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) is now even working to reopen the same
private prisons that have lost their DOJ contracts. The gains we are
making in decreasing mass incarceration are being undermined by the
increasing mass incarceration of immigrants. The invisibility of
immigrant detention in calls to decrease the country’s prison population
not only dehumanizes noncitizens; it is also self-defeating to create
comfort with the incarceration of any group, especially given both
systems’ roots in the heavily racialized “wars” on crime, the poor, and
terror.”"

The United States currently maintains the world’s largest immigrant
detention system, imprisoning 380,000 to 442,000 people annually.*

“Two laws passed in 1996 — the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty
Act (AEDPA) and the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act (IIRIRA)—have played a huge role in bringing about
this outcome.”?

b. Private Companies

C.

(In 2017) Private companies house about 9% of the nation’s total prison
population. But they take anywhere from 63 - 73% of detained immigrants
in private detention centers.'

The two largest private prison companies, CoreCivic and GeoGroup, have
over $2 billion a year in ICE contracts and $44 million in tax exemptions
annually."

Presidential Administrations
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The Obama Administration initially attempted to reform the immigrant
detention system. However the immigrant deportation system expanded its
reach through a record number of arrests, detentionings, and
deportations.'¢

The Trump Administration has increased not only the criminalization of
immigrants, but also the increase of tax-funding, contracts, and
tax-exemptions for private detention centers. The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) has been instructed to “accelerate resource
capacity,” meaning cheaply and quickly create facilities to house
detainees, mostly through contacting from these private companies.
Private prison companies’ business has boomed during the Trump
administrations, with GeoGroup’s stocks rising 21 percent and CoreCivic
rising by 43%. GeoGroup additionally spent $1.7 million in 2017
lobbying for deportation center, and both GeoGroup and CoreCivic have
contributed to the 2018 Congressional election cycle."”

6. How do the economic concerns of private prisons affect the care of detainees? Consider:

The urgent need for cheap housing facilities for detainees following the
sharp increase of ICE arrests have led to standards of care and housing
that are dangerous for detainees. Detained individuals often do not receive
the proper medical care, education, housing, beds, and resources that are
laid out by federal detention standards. Many detained individuals are
vulnerable groups such as children, the elderly, and those under the
poverty line.'

Only 65 percent of ICE’s adult detention centers are contractually bound
by one of the agency’s three sets of detention standards."

Many pass inspections even though gross complaints of negligence, abuse,
and even death have occurred or are relegated to a perpetual pending
status and never gets addressed.”

Alonzo Pefia, a former deputy director of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, acknowledges that the companies have all too often fallen
short. “It wasn’t their priority to ensure that the highest standards were
being met,” Mr. Pefia said... ICE... deserves some blame. “We set up this
partnership with the private industry in a way that was supposed to make
things much more effective, much more economical,” he said. “But
unfortunately, it was in the execution and the monitoring and the auditing
we fell behind, we fell short.”?!

7. Discuss how we might honor God as reflected in these Scriptures:
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“Do not lie [bear false witness against your neighbor].” (Exodus 20:16; Matthew
19:18)

“You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt. You shall not afflict any widow or orphan.” (Exodus 22:21 — 22)

“At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who then is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?’ And he called a child to himself and set him before them,
and said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself as this
child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such
child in my name receives me; but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone
hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matthew 18:1
- 6)

“Then some children were brought to him so that he might lay his hands on them
and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, ‘Let the children alone,
and do not hinder them from coming to me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.” (Matthew 19:13 — 14)

8. Split into pairs to pray for any or all of the following: healing especially for children who
have been traumatized by being separated from their parents; your own repentance f