
Mako A. Nagasawa 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What Story Do You Live In?  
 

Comparing Bigger Stories 
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The Hero Story:  
Good Will Ultimately Defeat Evil 

(A Linear Narrative) 
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Circular Stories: 
Good and Evil are Eternal 

(No Happy Ending, No Ending, Fatalistic) 
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The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
  

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS 

PROBLEM? 
What is the big 
problem?  

TARNISHED 
HUMAN NATURE 

 

GOD’S 
ROLE?   
How does God 
help us? 

 

CLEANSE THE 
HUMANITY OF 

JESUS  
by Jesus cleansing sin 
completely out of 
himself.  God can  
join us spiritually to 
the resurrected,  

God-drenched Jesus 
to heal us. 

OUR ROLE? 
How do we help 
the world?  
Resolution of 
problem? 

BE 
TRANSFORMED 
by Jesus, and invite 
others to be 

transformed too 
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The Original Messianic Story:  

A Hero with Global Impact  
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The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
  

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

 
RECEIVE 
DIVINE 
LAWS 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS JEWS, MUSLIMS 
 

PROBLEM? 
What is the big 
problem?  

TARNISHED 
HUMAN NATURE 

 

INFERIOR  
LAW 

GOD’S 
ROLE?   
How does God 
help us? 

 

CLEANSE THE 
HUMANITY OF 

JESUS  
by Jesus cleansing sin 
completely out of 
himself.  God can  
join us spiritually to 
the resurrected,  

God-drenched Jesus 
to heal us. 

SEND 
MESSENGERS 
WITH HIS LAW 
because humanity is 
too corrupt for Him 

to touch. 

OUR ROLE? 
How do we help 
the world?  
Resolution of 
problem? 

BE 
TRANSFORMED 
by Jesus, and invite 
others to be 

transformed too 

SPREAD the 
observance of the 
law/tradition 
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The “True Story” of God’s Law & Peace 

Mohammed 
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The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
  

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

 
RECEIVE 
DIVINE 
LAWS 

 
IMPLEMENT 
WESTERN 

NATIONALISM 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS JEWS, MUSLIMS 
 

NEO-
CONSERVATIVES 

PROBLEM? 
What is the big 
problem?  

TARNISHED 
HUMAN NATURE 

 

INFERIOR  
LAW 

IRRATIONAL, 
TYRANNICAL 
GOVERNMENT 

GOD’S 
ROLE?   
How does God 
help us? 

 

CLEANSE THE 
HUMANITY OF 

JESUS  
by Jesus cleansing sin 
completely out of 
himself.  God can  
join us spiritually to 
the resurrected,  

God-drenched Jesus 
to heal us. 

SEND 
MESSENGERS 
WITH HIS LAW 
because humanity is 
too corrupt for Him 

to touch. 

DEFINE 
INDIVIDUAL 

RIGHTS 
God establishes self-

evident individual rights, 
on which we can build 

stable families, 
democracy, and 
capitalism 

 

OUR ROLE? 
How do we help 
the world?  
Resolution of 
problem? 

BE 
TRANSFORMED 
by Jesus, and invite 
others to be 

transformed too 

SPREAD the 
observance of the 
law/tradition 

SPREAD the rule of 
law and individual rights 
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The “True Story” of Liberal Democracy 

Immanuel Kant 

G.F.W. Hegel 
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The “True Story” of the Spread of Wealth 

Adam Smith 

John Locke 
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 The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
 

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

 
RECEIVE 
DIVINE 
LAWS 

 
IMPLEMENT 
WESTERN 

NATIONALISM 

 
EDUCATE 

ON 
DIVERSITY 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS JEWS, MUSLIMS 
 

NEO-
CONSERVATIVES 

THE LIBERAL 
SECULAR CAMPUS 

PROBLEM? 
What is the big 
problem?  

TARNISHED 
HUMAN NATURE 

 

INFERIOR  
LAW 

IRRATIONAL, 
TYRANNICAL 
GOVERNMENT 

OPPRESSION  
& INJUSTICE 

GOD’S 
ROLE?   
How does God 
help us? 

 

CLEANSE THE 
HUMANITY OF 

JESUS  
by Jesus cleansing sin 
completely out of 
himself.  God can  
join us spiritually to 
the resurrected,  

God-drenched Jesus 
to heal us. 

SEND 
MESSENGERS 
WITH HIS LAW 
because humanity is 
too corrupt for Him 

to touch. 

DEFINE 
INDIVIDUAL 

RIGHTS 
God establishes self-

evident individual rights, 
on which we can build 

stable families, 
democracy, and 
capitalism 

 

THE IDEA OF GOD 
IS THE CAUSE OF 
IGNORANCE, 

PREJUDICE, AND 
WAR 

The Liberal Campus 
strips out religion and 

prejudice. 

OUR ROLE? 
How do we help 
the world?  
Resolution of 
problem? 

BE 
TRANSFORMED 
by Jesus, and invite 
others to be 

transformed too 

SPREAD the 
observance of the 
law/tradition 

SPREAD the rule of 
law and individual rights 

SPREAD the model  
of the secularized Liberal 

Education 
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The “True Story” of Atheism: 

Triumph over Superstition & Religion 

Karl Marx 
‘Religion is the opium 
of the masses.’  

Sigmund Freud 
‘Religion is an 

illusion’ 

Friedrich Nietzsche 
‘Two great European  
narcotics, alcohol and 
Christianity.’  
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The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
  

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

 
RECEIVE 
DIVINE 
LAWS 

 
IMPLEMENT 
WESTERN 

NATIONALISM 

 
EDUCATE 

ON 
DIVERSITY 

 
FOCUS ON 
PERSONAL 

ADVANCEMENT 
 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS JEWS, MUSLIMS 
 

NEO-
CONSERVATIVES 

THE LIBERAL 
SECULAR CAMPUS 

SURVIVORS, STRIVERS, 
INDIVIDUALISTS 

 

PROBLEM? 
What is the big 
problem?  

TARNISHED 
HUMAN NATURE 

 

INFERIOR  
LAW 

IRRATIONAL, 
TYRANNICAL 
GOVERNMENT 

OPPRESSION  
& INJUSTICE 

MY BOREDOM  
OR PAIN  

 

GOD’S 
ROLE?   
How does God 
help us? 

 

CLEANSE THE 
HUMANITY OF 

JESUS  
by Jesus cleansing sin 
completely out of 
himself.  God can  
join us spiritually to 
the resurrected,  

God-drenched Jesus 
to heal us. 

SEND 
MESSENGERS 
WITH HIS LAW 
because humanity is 
too corrupt for Him 

to touch. 

DEFINE 
INDIVIDUAL 

RIGHTS 
God establishes self-

evident individual rights, 
on which we can build 

stable families, 
democracy, and 
capitalism 

 

THE IDEA OF GOD 
IS THE CAUSE OF 
IGNORANCE, 

PREJUDICE, AND 
WAR 

The Liberal Campus 
strips out religion and 

prejudice. 

MAYBE HELP GIVE ME 
INNER PEACE 

God may help us in our private 
lives but He’s not very relevant 
or desired outside of that.  
Don’t threaten my career, 
finances, or sexuality. 

 

OUR ROLE? 
How do we help 
the world?  
Resolution of 
problem? 

BE 
TRANSFORMED 
by Jesus, and invite 
others to be 

transformed too 

SPREAD the 
observance of the 
law/tradition 

SPREAD the rule of 
law and individual rights 

SPREAD the model  
of the secularized Liberal 

Education 

SPREAD the attitude, “Just do 
what makes you happy.” 

 
Though there are aspects of overlap in practice, at the fundamental level, which view is the most realistic?   

Which view is the most “arrogant”?   
What are you an “evangelist” for?  
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The Jesus Story & Other Hero Stories: 
  

   
CHANGE 
HUMAN 
NATURE 

 

 
RECEIVE 
DIVINE 
LAWS 

 
IMPLEMENT 
WESTERN 

NATIONALISM 

 
EDUCATE 

ON 
DIVERSITY 

 
FOCUS ON 
PERSONAL 

ADVANCEMENT 
 

WHO believes 
this? 

CHRISTIANS JEWS, MUSLIMS 
 

NEO-
CONSERVATIVES 

THE LIBERAL 
SECULAR CAMPUS 

SURVIVORS, STRIVERS, 
INDIVIDUALISTS 

 

What are some 
major 

OBJECTIONS 
to this story? 
 

Who exactly was 
Jesus?  How do we 

know?  
 

What about the 
mistakes of the 

church? 

Who exactly was 
the Prophet 
Mohammed?   

 
What about his 
army and young 

wives? 
 

What does the 
Qur’an really 

teach? 
 

How can Quranic 
laws apply outside 
of medieval Arab 

culture?  
 

What is the 
character of 

Allah?  

Democracy doesn’t 
solve our problems.  

Hitler was 
democratically 

elected.  Hezbollah 
was democratically 
elected.  Racial 
segregation was 
maintained 

democratically.  
Democracy is just a 
process.  It doesn’t 
change people, our 
hearts, our values. 

Does the liberal 
campus really address 

race? 
 

Can you value every 
person without a God 

who values every 
person? 

 
If you put people in a 
perfect environment, 
they’d be only good 

to each other? 
 

What about Christian 
faith helping heal 
racial oppression in 
South Africa and 

elsewhere?   
 

Or the black church 
in the U.S.? 

No one else will ever be as 
committed to you as you 
are.  So you’re setting 

yourself up to be 
disappointed and pissed off 

at everyone else. 
 

Can you have meaning 
without being part of a 

larger story? 
 

So if your kids grow up to 
be spoiled and arrogant, 

then what? 
 

“I don’t want to just 
survive.  I want to live!” 

 
 

 


