






Is this how we decide what to 

believe?  Do I choose a belief system 

based on what I already want?
?
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What if this belief system reinterprets 

my desires? E.g. What if the 

Buddhist quote (above) is true?



Ethics 
therefore how 

do we live?

Metaphysics 
what do we know?

Epistemology 
how do we 

know?



(2) Good Will 
Defeat Evil

Judaism, 
Christianity, 

Islam

Metaphysics 
what do we know?(1) No Good 

or Evil 
Hinduism, 
Buddhism, 

Atheism
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“The God Delusion
makes me embarrassed 
to be an atheist.”

-- Dr. Michael Ruse, 
atheist philosopher
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deeds

Metaphysics 
good & evil are from 

one god; karmic 
rewards thru 
reincarnation

Epistemology 
all history 
is circular
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Ethics 
Jesus-centered

Metaphysics 
God is good, 

defeats human 
evil in Jesus, and 
offers us his new 

humanity

Epistemology 
historicity of Jesus’ 

resurrection



Ethics 

Metaphysics 

Epistemology 
Jesus offers us a clear epistemology (a historical 
one about physical facts); others do not



� “The foundation of our religion is a basis of fact--the 
fact of the birth, ministry, miracles, death, 
resurrection by the Evangelists as having actually 
occurred, within their own personal knowledge. Our 
religion, then, rests on the credit due to these religion, then, rests on the credit due to these 
witnesses.”  
� Dr. Simon Greenleaf, Testimony of the Evangelists

Dr. Greenleaf (1783 – 1853) was a co-founder of Harvard 
Law School, and sought to disprove Christianity based 
on the rules of evidence of the modern courtroom; he 
became a Christian instead



� Goal:  to determine truth (guilt or innocence), using:

� Scientific data

� Motivation, human psychology

� Logic

� Eyewitness testimony

� Reliability of witnesses

� Etc.

� Historical knowledge 
includes scientific 
knowledge but goes 
beyond it



� Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection in the context of 
Second Temple Judaism and Imperial Rome
� “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is 

vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even found 
to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against 
God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise… and 
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you 
are still in your sins…” (Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:14 – 17)

� Historically, the Old Testament was already finalized 
and present, and is part of the historical witness to 
Jesus



Some of our desires agree with Jesus already.  Others resist him.  
Jesus’ new humanity means that he strengthens some of our desires 
and reshapes/challenges others.



Over time, Jesus shapes our desires to be more and more like his.



� Hindu student at MA College of Pharmacy & Health Sci

� I asked her, “Are your desires for love, meaning, and justice 
illusory?” 
� “This student, confronted by this massive possibility, 

deliberated late into the night and finally decided to trade in deliberated late into the night and finally decided to trade in 
all her “gods” for the unique and exclusive but life-saving 
power of Jesus.  She wanted to be free from the past, free from 
the controlling power of karma, and free to enter into the joy 
and life of Jesus.”



� Chai Ling, founder of All Girls Allowed:
� Reggie explained how God had prepared her for 

her current work.  In addition to law school, she 
had spent three years in divinity school, learning 
how to study and interpret the Bible…Out of [a] 
near-death experience was birthed a love for the near-death experience was birthed a love for the 
women of China who were suffering forced 
abortions.  She believed God had given her a 
vision for exposing this massive crime…Tears 
welled up in my eyes as I hung up the phone.  
There is nothing that can describe the feeling of 
being embraced and understood…I was deeply 
touched to the core.  Looking up, I said, “All my 
life I have wanted to save China.  But I can’t do it.  
If you can, Jesus, I will give my life to you.” (p.290 
– 291)



� My story:  I’ve come to like personally giving to the poor!  I 
co-wrote curriculum on simplicity and generosity

� 12 Young adults in Austin, Texas gave $51,000 using it!
� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Y6n-Xx0Xu0
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� Our desires are not a stand-alone foundation for 
knowing truth (epistemology)
� Just because you don’t desire Jesus fully now doesn’t 

mean that’s how you’ll always feel

� Our desires suggest that we have both good and evil in � Our desires suggest that we have both good and evil in 
us (we’re made in the image of God & wounded by sin)
� This does not prove, but agrees with, the biblical story

� Some desires can be taken up and expanded by Jesus

� Other desires, Jesus reshapes or transforms

� Our desires change over time anyway, but Jesus can 
shape our desires to be more like his


