






� Friendships (brother’s keeper, sister’s keeper)

� Marriage

� Family

� Economic

� Political

� Involving historic injustice



� A good and loving God

� Who wants human partnership

� To bring more life into the world

� To bring the world into increasing beauty



� Before:  The city's levee system was incomplete when 
Katrina came ashore as Category 1. The Army Corps of 
Engineers did not upgrade the city's flood defenses to 
Category 3 level storms, as commissioned. 

� After:  The Corps 
was given ~$14 
billion to improve 
flood defenses to 
Category 3, with 
winds over 111 mph. 



1. Health problems due to the flooding

2. Crime and prisons

3. The BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill





� Diseases connected to mold inhalation, one example 
of a public health challenge we face:
� Chronic fatigue

� Mental disorders

� Brain fog� Brain fog

� Asthma and other respiratory problems

� Digestive problems: gastrointestinal, constipation, 
bloating, weight gain

� Pain and burning sensations

� Eye, nose, throat irritation

� Immune system compromise



� A post-Katrina study of 182 New Orleans children
� ‘We found about 78 percent of those who had asthma 

were sensitive to molds. It’s 50 percent in major urban 
areas around the country. That was shortly after Katrina. 
I don’t think it’s a lot different today, because once you’re I don’t think it’s a lot different today, because once you’re 
sensitized you don’t lose your sensitivity.’  
� Dr. Floyd Malveaux, interviewed by Melanie D.G. Kaplan, 

‘Five Years Post-Katrina: Record Asthma Numbers Led to 
New Program, http://www.smartplanet.com/blog/pure-genius/five-years-post-katrina-record-asthma-

numbers-led-to-new-program/4426



� ‘Asthma prevalence rates in New Orleans are three 
times higher than the national rate and among the 
highest in the nation. In addition, New Orleans has 
the highest childhood asthma death rate in Louisiana.’
� Kimberly Wise� Kimberly Wise

Merck Childhood Asthma Network, Aug 26, 2010 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-08/tmca-pmi082610.php

� Note:  Asthma affects 7.85% of the U.S. population
Serena Day, HealthDay, Mar 2, 2010; http://health.usnews.com/health-news/family-health/allergy-and-
asthma/articles/2010/03/02/asthma-rates-rising-across-the-us]



� In Feb 2006, FEMA threatened Dr. Ritchie Shoemaker, 
author of Mold Survivor and leading expert in mold 
toxicology,  with trespassing on federal property while 
in St. Bernard’s Parish 
� Dr. Ritchie Shoemaker, � Dr. Ritchie Shoemaker, 

Surviving Mold, p.482



� ‘The homes I inspected had the highest levels of 
pathogenic molds I have ever seen in my 35 years of 
investigating sick buildings… These levels of these 
pathogenic molds are sufficient to make anyone sick, 
whether they have compromised immune systems or whether they have compromised immune systems or 
not.
• Dr. Richard L. Lipsey, toxicologist, 

Feb 24, 2006, cited in Shoemaker, p.484; 
FEMA permitted Dr. Lipsey to continue 
work in St. Bernard’s Parish, New Orleans



� March 2006:  The Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality and the Environmental 
Protection Agency said that all parts of New Orleans 
were safe, no soil was contaminated, and the air 
quality was pure.quality was pure.

� In 2007, CDC finally published a report on health 
hazards in New Orleans, but did not cover mold 
inhalation or diseases due to toxic mold.



� Who should pay for mold remediation and (some) 
health costs in New Orleans?
� Individuals? 

� Insurance companies?

� Everyone/public funds (city, state, federal)?� Everyone/public funds (city, state, federal)?

� Beyond New Orleans? 

� How should the cost of deception by government and 
insurance companies be calculated?



� Mold Remediation in Governors’ Mansions 

� 1999:  George W. and Laura Bush, Texas
� Spent $400,000 to clean up Aspergillus and Penicillium



� Mold Remediation in Governors’ Mansions

� 2003:  Mark and Jenny Sanford, South Carolina 
� Spent $5.6 million to clean up Stachybotrys, a toxin-causing 

mold, which was causing health problems with their family



� Mold Remediation in Governors’ Mansions

� 2006:  Kathleen Blanco, Louisiana 
� Spent $500,000 in mold remediation in 2006



� Mold Remediation in Governors’ Mansions

� 2006:  Mike Easley, North Carolina 
� Family had to move out of the Governor’s mansion because of 

mold, for the second time in four years





� Houses across the U.S. are built with dangerous 
materials
� e.g. Mold feeds on corn, which is used in sheetrock 

(gypsum drywall); federal government subsidizes corn 
$8 billion/yr$8 billion/yr





� Who should pay for mold remediation and (some) 
health care costs in New Orleans?
� Individuals? 

� Insurance companies?

� Everyone/public funds (city, state, federal)?� Everyone/public funds (city, state, federal)?









� New Orleans is ‘the incarceration capitol of the U.S.’

� Orleans Parish Prison (OPP): 
� Largest per capita county jail of any major U.S. city

� Sheriff Marlin Gusman wants an even larger complex



� ‘Our current funding structure is creating a perverse 
incentive to lock more people up.’ 
� Dana Kaplan, director of Juvenile Justice Project of 

Louisiana, a criminal justice advocacy organization and 
member of the OPP Reform Coalitionmember of the OPP Reform Coalition



� September 2009 U.S. DOJ report:  ‘Conditions at OPP 
violate the constitutional rights of inmates’ 
� ‘A pattern and practice of unnecessary and inappropriate use of 

force by OPP correctional officers [including] several examples 
where OPP officers openly engaged in abusive and retaliatory 
conduct, which resulted in serious injuries to prisoners. In some conduct, which resulted in serious injuries to prisoners. In some 
instances… the officers' conduct was so flagrant it clearly 
constituted calculated abuse.’

Jordan Flaherty, ‘The Incarceration Capitol of the US: 
A Struggle Over the Size of New Orleans’ Jail’, 
Black Agenda Report, Nov 9, 2010; 
http://blackagendareport.com/content/incarceration-capitol-us-struggle-over-size-new-orleans%E2%80%99-jail



� 2010:  Seven reported deaths in OPP; the jail comes 
under investigation

Jordan Flaherty, ‘The Incarceration Capitol of the US: 
A Struggle Over the Size of New Orleans’ Jail’, 
Black Agenda Report, Nov 9, 2010; 
http://blackagendareport.com/content/incarceration-capitol-us-struggle-over-size-new-orleans%E2%80%99-jailhttp://blackagendareport.com/content/incarceration-capitol-us-struggle-over-size-new-orleans%E2%80%99-jail



� October 2010:  ‘A jury awarded two men from Ohio a 
$650,000 judgment for their treatment after the storm. 
The men were on a road trip and stopped in New 
Orleans for a drink on Bourbon Street. They were 
arrested for public drunkenness and spent a month arrested for public drunkenness and spent a month 
disappeared in the system, without being allowed even 
one phone call to their families.’

� Jordan Flaherty, Nov 9, 2010

� ‘In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, thousands of 
people who had not been convicted of any crime were 
lost in the city’s prison system.’ 







� Why prison reform matters to us
� ‘The abuse of justice in prisons continues to repose on 

the lazy, unreflecting belief on the part of the general 
public that prisoners deserve nothing better.  [The] 
degradation of prisoners degrades all of us because it is degradation of prisoners degrades all of us because it is 
in the name of all of us that they suffer their penalties… 
People [may be] too lazy to think through the 
consequences of strong emotions.’ 

� Michael Ignatieff, ‘Imprisonment and the Need for Justice’, Theology, 95/764 (1992) p.98.



� The U.S. is ‘the incarceration capitol of the world.’

� Incarceration rates for drug related, non-violent crime 
is enormous: 

‘The mass incarceration of African 
American men in our country, primarily 
through the “War on Drugs,” has created 
a new, legalized system of racial 
discrimination and social exclusion.’ 
(Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow)



� Consider the dehumanization of prison staff – they 
ask, ‘What is the rationale for prisons?  Why do we 
punish?’

� Take away freedom 
(libertarian)?(libertarian)?

� Punish them for the 
past (meritocratic)?

� Deter others 
(utilitarian)?

� To ultimately repair 
the harm to human 
victims (restorative)?





� The BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill (Jul – Sep 2010)



� One incentive to drill farther out:  avoid state taxes

� Mississippi (2013):  48th in the nation (71.0) on the 
Educational Report Card
� Massachusetts 2nd in the nation (84.2) in Education� Massachusetts 2nd in the nation (84.2) in Education
(source: Education Week, http://www.edweek.org/ew/qc/2012/16src.h31.html)

� Louisiana (2005):  50th in the nation in health care 
(source: PBS documentary American Experience: New Orleans)

� Louisiana (2013):  15th in the nation (79.0) in Education 
(2013), but New Orleans has been the lowest 
performing school district in the state 
(source: Education Week, http://www.edweek.org/ew/qc/2012/16src.h31.html)



� Oil spill caused coral death; animal lesions, sores, 
mutations, and death; vegetation death



� Dispersant (Corexit) used and application methods 
were ‘purely experimental.’ 

� Earthjustice and Toxipedia said Corexit ‘could contain 
cancer-causing agents, hazardous toxins and 
endocrine-disrupting chemicals’ (2011).endocrine-disrupting chemicals’ (2011).



� Oil spill cleanup workers suffered from:  eye, nose, 
throat irritation; respiratory problems; blood in urine; 
vomit and rectal bleeding; seizures; nausea and violent 
vomiting episodes for hours; skin irritation; lesions 
and burning sensations; short term memory loss and and burning sensations; short term memory loss and 
confusion; liver and kidney damage; nervous system 
damage; hypertension; miscarriages.

� ‘This was the biggest public 
health crisis from a chemical 
poisoning in the history of this 
country.’ 
(Dr. Mike Robicheux, Louisiana physician, 
Al Jazeera English, May 17, 2011)



� Gulf of Mexico:  40 rigs operating in 2012 vs. 25 in 2011

� New drilling off the shores of Mexico, Cuba, East 
Africa, and the Eastern Mediterranean

� Some wells are under 6,000 feet of water (BP was 
5,000), increasing risk5,000), increasing risk



� More spills:
� June 2011, China’s Bohai

Bay: 3,200+ barrels of oil 
and fluid, producing a 324-
square mile slicksquare mile slick
� Well operated by ConocoPhillips and 

a Chinese state company

� November 2011, Brazil’s 
Campos basin:  A 
comparable spill occurred 
from an appraisal well
� Well operated by Chevron



� What principle do you prioritize first?


